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**xxx ELEMENTS OF ACCOUNTING BY RAYMOND W. COLEMAN, . PREFACE This book is designed for a short course in accounting at college level.
Emphasis has been placed on the uses and interpretation of accounting data, but attention has also been given to the procedures whereby these
data are entered on the records. A general understanding of the methods of recording accounting values but not a proficiency in the mechanics of
accounting is an essential background for the analysis of statements. A failure to understand the sources of these values often results in distorted
impressions of their significance. The text, problems, and questions have been correlated to stress fundamental ideas in accounting. These ideas, if
thoroughly understood, will assist the student to reason accurately with the economic facts of a business. An attempt has been made to treat the
subject matter so that it will possess greater flexibility than does a more complete text not designed for the time limitations imposed by a short
course. If necessary, certain chapters after Chap. VI may be omitted without seriously disturbing the continuity of the course. For example, if
instruction is being given to a group interested in accounting because of its importance to investment analysis, it might be desirable to stress the
text and problem material in Chaps. XIV and XV and to omit Chaps. VII, Xll, and XIIl. It is impossible to make specific acknowledgments of
indebtedness to the numerous authors of textbooks and articles which have influenced the preparation of this book. | am especially indebted to
Prof. W. A. Paton for his encouragement in the past and for the influence of his writings. RAYMOND W. COLEMAN. PITTSBURGH, PA.,...
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