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as A<ected by Decisions Upon Captures Made During the Late War Between Spain and the United States That a vessel cleared or bound to a
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previously warned not to enter it. Some of the reasons for the historic policy of the United States are thus stated by Wheaton Digest of International
Law, vol. Iii. Sect. 405, p. 659) The policy. Of the United States is to maintain neutral immunities for the following reasons (r) The probabilities of war
are far less with us than with the great European States. From the nature of things, points of friction between the United States and foreign nations
are comparatively few. We have an ocean between us and the great armed camps of the Old World and, while there are innumerable questions as
to which one European State may come into collision with another, the only points as to which we would be likely to come into collision with an
European State are those concerned in the maintenance of neutral rights. It was to maintain such rights that we went to war in x812; and except
during the abnormal and exceptional spasm of the late Civil War, our national life has heretofore been the life of a neutral and Vindicator of neutral
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