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Avalon Publishing Group, United States, 2008. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days and
we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. Politics has become a synonym for all that is dirty, corrupt,
dishonest, compromising, and wrong. For many people, politics seems not only remote from their daily lives but abhorrent to their personal values.
Outside of the rare inspirational politician or social movement, politics is a wasteland of apathy and disinterest. It wasn t always this way. For
Americans who came of age shortly after World War II, politics was a field of dreams. Democracy promised to cure the world sills. But starting in
the late seventies, conservative economists promoted self-interest as the source of all good, and their view became public policy. Government s
main role was no longer to help people, but to get out of the way of personal ambition. Politics turned mean and citizens turned away. In this
moving and powerful blend of political essay and reportage, award-winning political scientist Deborah Stone argues that democracy depends on
altruism, not self-interest. The merchants of self-interest have divorced us from what we know in our pores: we care about other people and go out
of our way to help them. Altruism is such a robust motive that we commonly lie, cheat, steal, and break laws to do right by others. After 3:30, you re
a private citizen, one home health aide told Stone, explaining why she was willing to risk her job to care for a man the government wanted to cut off
from Medicare. The Samaritan s Dilemma calls on us to restore the public sphere as a place where citizens can fulfill their moral aspirations. If
government helps the neighbours, citizens...
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