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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. This slim, 91-page book tells little-known facts about the early development of Martha s Vineyard harbors. For those not familiar with
the Vineyard, it is an island off the southeastern coast of Massachusetts, near Cape Cod. The time frame is from 1881 through 1915. The harbors
covered are Menemsha, Vineyard Haven, Oak Bluffs (Cottage City) and Edgartown Harbors. The source for all data is the Massachusetts Board of
Harbor and Land Commissioners Annual Reports. The reader will learn of not only the Commission s successes in implementing big ideas, but also
of the setbacks that the environment is always ready to inflict on man s best efforts. Here is a sampling of events covered in the book: Vineyard
Haven Harbor In 1904, six years after The Great November Storm of 1898, when in Vineyard Haven Harbor 42 ships were either sunk at their anchors,
driven ashore, dismasted or badly damaged, a meeting was held to discuss whether or not to relocate the harbor to a more protected location. One
alternative was to move the Harbor to the Lagoon, and relocate the Oak Bluffs Road 2/3rd of the way up it, and dredge it and construct a 300-foot
wide jettied channel to Vineyard Sound; another alternative was to move the Harbor to Lake Tashmoo and dredge it and add a jettied opening to
Vineyard Sound. Both offered improved protection for the smaller local fishing boats as well as larger coastwise vessels, but both were less
convenient for the local boatmen. The third alternative was to simply add a breakwater near the existing steamboat wharf to protect the smaller
boats and yachts, and not provide increased protection for the number of...
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