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**xxxx Excerpt from The Builders of the Nation It is the purpose of this work to give to a busy age an epitome of the nation s life compressed into one
volume. The National Cyclopaedia op American Biography, from which this matter is drawn, presents the history of the country in its wide and
varied aspects, and to such a length that it necessarily limits its circulation to a privileged few. It is aimed in this work to collect into a single volume,
which can be placed in every hand, the main facts, and the great characters of our nation s life. Biography is the basis of all history. It is the home
aspect of history, and through it only do we gain a knowledge of the causes, motives, and ideals that inspire and lead up to the events which mark
its epochs. The importance of presenting to the world comprehensive biographical sketches and truthful likenesses of the men who have been
foremost in projecting, advancing, and crystallizing the national government, is unquestioned.From Washington to the present administration, the
men who have been called by the people to occupy the executive offices of the government, the opposing candidates presented by the minority
party, the members of the judicial branch of the government, appointed by the executives, and the advisers called to their cabinets, represent the
factors potential in advancing the prosperity, maintaining the honor, and holding in check the radicalism of the people. In the lives of these men the
student of history of the country can readily discover the high purposes of its founders, the patriotic impulses of its defenders, and the virtue of its
people. The...
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