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**xxxx Excerpt from The Curriculum of the Catholic Elementary School a Discussion of Its Psychological and Social Foundations The curriculum is the
fundamental element in a school system. Upon it everything else, administration, supervision, methods of teaching, testing, depends. It is the
concrete embodiment of the school s ideals; in it are implied the changes the school aims to effect in the mind and heart of the child in order that he
may be led out of the Egyptian bondage of his native tendencies into the Promised Land of his social inheritance. To it the teacher turns for
guidance and in it finds a means of avoiding the indefinite and haphazard; it serves the supervisor as a norm for judging the quality of the teaching;
it is the basis of the choice of textbooks. It is the pivot upon which the entire system turns. Hence the importance of discovering the principles that
should underlie the curriculum of our Catholic elementary schools. Without the light of these principles, practical administration is handicapped
and must of necessity be content with half-measures. A sound theory is the most practical thing in the world, and the present discussion is
undertaken with the hope of at least pointing the way to such a theory. The program of the modern elementary school embraces a great number of
topics that were not found there a generation ago. This is not due entirely, as some charge, to the fads of educational theory, but largely to the
operation of social forces. The history of education reveals how the schools change from age to age to meet the needs of society. Education is
preparation for life and it...
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